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LEGAL AID IN CRIMINAL PROCE-FDTNnF! 

MEANS ASSESS MENT AND ENFORCEMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONR 

Coimijltatlon 'Pap^r 



Introduction 

1- This paper proposes a number of changes to the procedures 
in England and Wales for assessing the means of applicants for 
legal aid in criminal cases and for collecting contributions. It 
proposes changes to legal aid regulations, considers the 
desirability of amendment of the Legal Aid Act to allow easier 
enforcement and suggests improvements to administrative 
arrangements with the aim of assisting those involved in the 
grant of legal aid and the enforcement of contributions. It does 
not cover the application of the "interests of justice" criteria 
contained in Section 22 of the Legal Aid Act. 

Background 

2. Following the audit of the 1990/91 Legal Aid Account the 
Comptroller and Auditor General found " significant and material 
uncertainty as to the propriety and regularity of substantial 
sums of criminal legal aid expenditure" . In particular he was 
concerned that applications were granted in the absence of 
sufficient information and corroborative evidence, that there 
were inconsistencies and delays in the enforcement of 
contribution orders and that there was a lack of guidance and 
instruction to courts. 
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3. In "the light: of this the Legal Aid Account was qualified and 
the Accounting Officers of both the Home Office and the Lord 
Chancellor's Department appeared before the House of Commons 
Public Accounts Committee. At that appearance an undertaking was 
given to remind justices' clerks of the importance of applying 
legal aid regulations and ensuring the effective and efficient 
management of the system. That reminder was given in a circular 
to Clerks to the Justices issued by the Lord Chancellor's 
Department on 1 April 1992. 

4. The implementation of the circular led to strong criticism 
by legal organisations, practitioners and parliamentarians. In 
particular it was argued that the guidance on the provision of 
evidence of income was outside the requirements of the Act and 
regulations, that in any event it was impracticable and would 
lead to delay or injustice to applicants who may be denied legal 
aid to which they were properly entitled. In the light of the 
practical difficulties which were arising the Parliamentary 
Secretary, Mr John M Taylor, announced in answering a question 
in the House that the advice in the circular about the production 
of wage slips would be withdrawn. The Lord Chancellor and the 
Parliamentary Secretary also agreed that consideration would be 
given to amending regulations. The purpose of the changes which 
are proposed in this paper is to provide sensible and practicable 
procedures which will ensure the availability of legal aid to 
those who are eligible while safeguarding public money. 

5. The proposals in this paper have been informed by the 

findings which emerged during the review of financial conditions 
for legal aid. 

0^ 1 April 1992 ministerial responsibility for the 

administration of magistrates' courts was transferred from the 
Home Secretary to the Lord Chancellor. This closed a major gap 
in the accountability for legal aid which existed before the 
transfer, when the Lord Chancellor had responsibility for voted 
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money but no responsibility for grant of legal aid and collection 
of contributions, which rested with justices' clerks. A further 
structural change, which is now being considered, is the transfer 
of grant and collection to the Legal Aid Board. The Board is 
looking at this and is expected to report in the near future. The 
options for change which are identified in this paper will 
ultimately need to be considered alongside the Board's 
conclusions on transfer of functions. 



The Current System 

7. Criminal Legal Aid is available under the provisions of Part 
V of the Legal Aid Act 1988 to cover the cost of the preparation 
of a defendant's case and representation in court. It can also 
cover the cost of advice on, and preparation of, appeals from the 
Magistrates' Court, Crown Court, or the Court of Appeal. It can 
be available for bail applications but not for private 
prosecutions . 

8. Application is made to the court dealing with the case. 
About 99% of applications are made to magistrates' courts where 
legal aid may be granted to cover both magistrates ' court 
proceedings and any subsequent proceedings in the Crown Court. 

9. The court will grant legal aid if the applicant satisfies 
two criteria : 

(i) that it is in the interests of justice that he should 
receive legal aid, (as defined by section 22 of the 
Act ) and , 

(ii) that he requires assistance in meeting the cost of the 
case. 

It is not sufficient that the interests of justice criteria are 
satisfied- The financial criterion must also be met. Each 
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applicant; for legal aid is reguired io submit; a staieraent: of 
means bo support: his application. 

10, Successful applicants who can afford to do so are required 
to pay a contribution as a condition of the grant of legal aid. 
The contribution may be from income or capital or both. 
Contributions from income are payable over 26 weeks following the 
date of order; a capital contribution may be payable immediately 
or at a time to be decided by the court. There are no upper 
limits to eligibility nor is there a limit on the contribution 
which may be payable. Details of the current limits and 
contributions are at Annex A. 

11. If at the end of the case some contributions are still due 
the court may remit them. If the defendant’s legal aid costs are 
less than the amount of contributions paid then the court will 
refund the difference- The court may also refund all 
contributions paid, and remit any that are due, if the defendant 
is acquitted. If the defendant is sentenced to an immediate term 
of imprisonment the contribution period ends on the date of the 
sentence . 



Volumes and cost 

12. Both volumes of legal aid orders and cost are increasing 
rapidly. In 1991/92 there were 664,000 grants of criminal legal 
aid of which 38,000 were grants with a contribution. Table 1 
shows the increase in grants and contributory orders over the 
five years 1987/88 to 1991/92. Net expenditure on criminal legal 
aid to 1991/92 was £458 million, an increase of over 90% since 
1987/88. Expenditure on criminal legal aid accounts for more than 
half of all legal aid expenditure. Table 2 shows net expenditure 
on criminal legal aid, split into its component parts, over the 
past 5 years and revenue from contributions. 
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Grants and contributoiry orders 



Year 


Grants 


Increase 

since 

87/88 


Con- 

tributory 

orders 


Increase 

since 

87/88 


1987/88 


602,050 


— 


36,666 




1988/89 


615,300 


2% 


49,039 


34% 


1989/90 


640,925 


6% 


54,962 


50% 


1990/91 


647,919 


8% 


49,901 


36% 


1991/92 


663,987 


10% 


38,000 


4% 



Table 2 

Net expenditure and rnntri' butlon revenue 



Year 


Duty Sol 
(£m) 


Mag. 

(£m) 


Crown 

(£m) 


All 

Criminal 

(£m) 


Contri- 

bution 

Revenue 

(£m) 


1987/88 


28.1 


112.3 


99.4 


239.8 


2.7 


1988/89 


30.8 


125.3 


118.4 


274.5 


3.3 


1989/90 


37.5 


148.8 


133.6 


319.9 


4.4 


1990/91 


44.1 


171.6 


156.1 


371.8 


4.9 


1991/92 


61.6 


210.0 


186.5 


458.1 


4.5 
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Current Regula-tions 



13. The regulations governing the grant of criminal legal aid 
and the assessment of contributions are the Legal Aid in Criminal 
and Care Proceedings (General) Regulations 1989. Of particular 
importance to the discussion in this paper are : 

( i ) Regulation 4 which requires that the application 
and the statement of means shall be in the forms 
prescribed in schedule 2 to the regulations; 

(ii) Regulations 11 and 18 which require (for 
applications to a magistrates’ court or to the 
Crown Court respectively) that, with the 
exceptions specified in regulation 23, no order 
shall be made until a statement of means has been 
considered; 

(iii) Regulation 23 which requires the statement of 
means to be in the form prescribed, empowers the 
court to require a statement if one is not 
provided and specifies the circumstances in which 
a statement shall not be required; 

(iv) Regulation 24 which empowers the court or the 
proper officer to require the applicant to 
provide evidence of any information in the 
statement and to provide additional information 
and in default to determine a contribution. 

(v) Regulation 26 which lays down the principle that 
representation shall not be granted unless the 
applicant’s financial resources are such that he 
requires assistance in meeting the costs. 



6 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



(Vi) 



requires the court or proper officer to consider 
the statement of means and other relevant 
information, provides for the "passporting" of 
applicants on certain benefits and provides for 
the payment of contributions. 

Regulation 36, which provides for the revocation 
of the order when contributions which are due 
have not been paid. 

Procedures for the enforcement of contributions are contained in 
Schedule 3 to the Legal Aid Act 1988. 



The Proposals 
Supporting Evidence 

14. There can be little objection in principle to applicants 
being asked to provide evidence to support the income they 
declare and the allowances they claim in their statements of 
means . 

15. For the purposes of assessing eligibility and calculating 
contributions the applicant ’ s income is that which he or she will 
receive during the contribution period. Currently, that is the 
26 weeks following the application. The Lord Chancellor has 
announced that from 1st April 1993 contributions will be taken 
over the life of the case - which may be longer or shorter than 
26 weeks. However, it is not proposed to amend the regulations 
which provide that the applicant’s income may be estimated on the 
basis of income received during the previous 3 months. It is this 
provision which lies behind the requirement on the statement of 
means form for the applicant to produce wage slips covering the 
past three months. Clearly, if the intention of the Act and 
regulations is to be met, reliable evidence of pay over the past 
3 months is necessary. But it could be provided in different 
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ways. A full set: of pay slips would clearly be the best evidence 
but an employer's certificate, for example, or a pay slip showing 
a cumulative total might also be adequate. 



16. Regulation 12 of the Civil Legal Aid (General) Regulations 
1989, requires that an application shall "contain such 
information and be accompanied by such supporting documents . . . 
as may be necessary to enable the assessment officer to assess 
the disposable income, disposable capital and maximum 
contribution of the applicant." It also requires that an 
applicant shall supply any further information or documents if 
required to do so. 



17 . A provision along these lines in the criminal regulations 
would establish a clear requirement to provide information and 
evidence but would avoid many of the practical difficulties which 
could arise for example from the inflexible requirement to 
produce 13 weeks’ wage slips which was suggested in the April 
circular. 



18. Applicants, their legal advisers and those who conduct means 
assessments need to know what corroborative evidence would be 
regarded as satisfactory. This could be set out in the notes on 
the statement of means form. Further guidance could be provided 
to those conducting assessment as part of comprehensive guidance 
notes on legal aid. 



19. Section 21(5) of the Legal Aid Act provides that 
"Representation s hall not be granted to any person unless it 
appears to the competent authority that his financial resources 
are such as, under regulations, make him eligible for 
representation ... . Given the clear intention of the Act that 
legal aid should be granted only when the applicant is able to 
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demonstra-te -that he is eligible it seems entirely reasonable that 
the regulations should provide that where the applicant cannot 
provide evidence which satisfies the competent authority legal 
aid should be refused. Accordingly it is proposed that a new 
provision be inserted requiring the statement of means to be 
accompanied by such supporting documents as may be necessary to 
enable the court or the proper officer to assess the disposable 
income, disposable capital and maximum contribution of the 
applicant, and that where the applicant fails to provide them, 
or any other information required by the court or the proper 
officer, representation shall not be granted. 

20. The existing sanction contained in Regulation 24(2), which 
empowers the court or the proper officer to fix a contribution 
in the absence of such evidence or further information as may be 
required, would then be redundant and should be deleted. 

21. The first paragraph of Regulation 24 requires the applicant 
to provide evidence or further information to support his 
statement of means, or of any change in his financial 
circumstances, if the assessing authority requires it. The sense 
of this will have to remain so as to empower the assessing 
authority to require such further evidence as he thinks 
necessary. 

22. Consequential amendments would be needed to Regulation 12 
and Regulation 19 which cover refusal of legal aid in a 
magistrates’ court and in the Crown Court, respectively. Each of 
the regulations will have to be amended to provide for refusal 
on the grounds of failure to provide documentary evidence. 
Regulation 41 which covers withdrawal and revocation of orders 
would have to be amended to apply its provisions to orders which 
are revoked on the grounds of failure to provide evidence. 
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Sta~teinent of means form 



23, A form showing the proposed changes is at Annex B. They are: 

(i) amendments to and expansion of the notes covering 
production of supporting documents; 

(ii) space for provision of details of gross pay 
received and tax and national insurance paid; 

(iii) amendment of the notes preceding the declaration; 

(iv) the addition of an authority for checks to be 
made with the Benefits Agency. 

Emergency procedure 

24. Applicants, particularly those who are in custody, may have 

difficulty in producing supporting documents or the details 
required for checks of benefits at the time they apply for legal 
aid. An emergency procedure appears to be necessary to cover this 
eventuality. There is, under the Civil Legal Aid (General) 

Regulations, provision for the issue of an emergency civil 
certificate provided the appropriate Area Director of the Legal 
Aid Board is satisfied that there is sufficient information to 
show that the conditions (including the financial conditions) for 
the grant of a full certificate would be met and that legal aid 
should be granted as a matter of urgency. This sort of 
arrangement could be extended to criminal legal aid. A grant 
could be made, subject to the satisfaction of the interests of 
justice criteria, on the basis of an application and statement 
of means containing the applicant ' s signed declaration as to its 
truth. The emergency grant could be limited to a period of 14 
days with provision for extension in exceptional circumstances. 
A grant of full legal aid would be subject to a full means 
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assessment and verification of the means statement and would take 
effect from the date of the emergency order. 

25. If the required supporting evidence were not produced within 
the 14-day period, the emergency order would expire. If, on 
consideration of supporting evidence the court or the proper 
officer were to conclude that an order should not be made or, if 
a contribution order were made but refused by the applicant, the 
emergency order would expire if the period of 14-days had 
elapsed, or could be revoked if it had not. Solicitors would be 
allowed costs reasonably incurred during the life of the 
emergency certificate, taking into account all the circumstances. 



2U3use of legal aid 

26. Regulation 67 of the Civil Legal Aid (General) Regulations 
1989 requires the assisted person’s solicitor or counsel to 
report any abuse of legal aid including the failure of the client 
to supply information or the supply of false information. 
Notwithstanding the provision of Regulation 31 of the Criminal 
Regulations which requires the assisted person to inform the 
court of any change of circumstances and the proposed new 
regulations covering production of evidence, it would appear 
reasonable to include a regulation along the lines of Civil 
Regulation 67 in the Criminal regulations. 



Enforcement 

27. There is no provision for the enforcement of contributions 
before a case is concluded. Clearly it would be difficult to 
enforce payment in the face of the possibility that contributions 
could be remitted or repaid. However, the sanction of revoking 
the grant if contributions are not paid might be effective if 
there were greater willingness to use it. Justices' Clerks may 
be more inclined to do so if the procedure were brought into line 
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with that: for discharging a civil legal aid certificate on the 
grounds of non-payment. A criminal grant may be revoked only 
after the assisted person has been given notice requiring him to 
pay and, if he does not do so, after serving notice requiring him 
to show why he cannot comply with the order and after the court 
has heard any representation he wishes to make. A civil legal aid 
certificate may be discharged without prior notice if 
contributions are not paid. While prior notice would seem 
appropriate in criminal cases and, indeed, is required by section 
24 of the Legal Aid Act, the two-stage procedure laid down by 
current regulations appears to be unnecessary. It may also be 
considered reasonable that where a revocation is followed by a 
further application the assessing officer should be empowered to 
take into account the applicant ’ s record of payment and to set 
such conditions for further grant as he sees fit. 

28- The general provisions governing the enforcement of 
contributions are contained in the Third Schedule to the Legal 
Aid Act 1988. These provide that contribution orders are 
enforceable in the same way as affiliation orders under section 
92 of the Magistrates' Court Act 1980 that is, by way of 
complaint. Orders may not be enforced until the proceedings are 
concluded or the grant is revoked. 

29- Justices’ Clerks find this procedure cumbersome and it has 
been suggested that it would be more efficient and effective to 
enforce legal aid contributions as fines just as orders for 
compensation and costs are. Enforcement of legal aid could then 
be incorporated into the officer's general enforcement routines 
rather than requiring separate attention and different 
procedures. This would require amendment of the Legal Aid Act. 
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Administrative arrangements 



30. Whatever changes are made to regulations, it is clear that 
better guidance is required by those involved in the grant and 
administration of legal aid in the courts who spend only a small 
part of their time doing legal aid. This will be prepared and 
promulgated by the Lord Chancellor’s Department. Most means 
assessments are straightforward but there are a few which are 
complicated because of the number of sources of income and claims 
for allowances. Business assessments can also cause problems for 
court staff. So long as assessments remain in the courts it would 
be useful for court staff to have available assistance with those 
more difficult assessments. Ways of providing this assistance 
will be considered. 

31. Finally, the statement of means form requires an applicant 
who is in receipt of Income Support, Family Credit or, from April 
1992, Disability Working Allowance, to provide the address of the 
Benefit Agency office which is dealing with the benefit and the 
applicant’s reference number - that is, his national insurance 
number. The legal aid circular advised justices’ clerks to seek 
evidence of payment of the benefits. As receipt of any one of 
these benefits entitles the recipient to free legal aid, and this 
covers 74% of those granted legal aid, this is clearly an 
important check. The most certain and simple way of verifying 
payment would be to check directly with the paying office. 
However, there is no provision for this at the moment. 
Arrangements are being sought for checks to be made with Benefit 
Agency offices. The statement of means form will need to be 
amended so as to incorporate an authority to the assessing 
officer to make the appropriate enquiries. 
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Conclusion 



32. The Government: ' s established policy is that legal aid should 
be granted only to those who satisfy certain financial conditions 
and that those who can afford to do so should contribute towards 
the cost. The Lord Chancellor has recently announced changes to 
qualifying limits and to levels of contribution. This paper has 
addressed the procedures which are necessary to ensure that the 
Government's policy is implemented properly and fairly. 

33. The views of consultees are sought on the proposals for: 

(i) the production of documentary evidence to support 
means assessments [paragraphs 14-22] 

(ii) the sanction of refusal of legal aid if that evidence 
is not produced [paragraph 19] 

( iii ) consequential changes to the statement of means form 
[paragraph 23 and Annex B] 

(iv) an emergency procedure [paragraphs 24-25] 

(v) an additional regulation requiring lawyers to report 
abuse of legal aid [paragraph 26] 

(vi) enforcement procedures [paragraphs 27-29] 



34. Responses should be sent by 29 January 1993 to: 



Colin Heath 
Room 406 

Lord Chancellor’s Department 
Trevelyan House 
Great Peter Street 
London SWIP 2BY 
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fliNNEX A 



CEIMINAL LEGAL AID - FINANCIAL ELIGIBILITY 



Income and capital limits 



£ per week (average) 

Free legal aid income limit 65.00 

No upper income limit 



Free legal aid capital limit 3000.00 

No upper capital limit 



Contributions from income 



Weekly disposable 
income : - 



More 


but not 


Weekly 


than 


exceeding 


Contrib 


£ 


£ 


£ 


65.00 


69.00 


2.00 


69.00 


73.00 


3.00 


73.00 


77.00 


4.00 


77.00 


81.00 


5.00 


81.00 


85.00 


6.00 


85.00 


89.00 


7.00 



Contributions increase by £1.00 for each £4.00, or part of £4.00, 
by which the average weekly disposable income exceeds £89.00. 



December 1992 

lacrproc.ppr 
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Statemeijt^pf.iVleans v:c;:-4v^¥v\s'>i;iAnn^^ ■ ,- 

by AppiK^nt or Appropriate Coritrlbutor 

s'- ' \ 

forlegal Aid purposes ^ 



• s=:’" 



To a 
mo 




child, and your chi Id is $1xt^n years -old oroveh then you 
Y<3Uf child should complete it^ giving details of his or her 



lete this form. If you are not yetslxteen^theh your 
eteone. If you have a|!^1 led for legal aid for your 
do not need to hit In mts fc«iru 
erowh income. 



You will be reguired to produce documentary evidence of Income and the allowances you claim. If 
you do not producesatisfaclory evidence your application will be rehised. 



1 Personal details {please use BLOCK letters) 

Surname 



1 



Mr 



□ 



Mrs 



Miss □ Ms □ 



2. Forenames 

3. Date of birth 

4. Home address 




5. 



Marital status 
(please tick one box) 



Single I I Single and living together ] \ WIdowfer) | | | 

I I Marriedbut separated j [ Divorced | | 

Are you claimi ng legal aid for a dependant child who is not yet sixteen ? YES j [ 

If YES, give the following details about the child NO |~ (goto section 2) 

Svmame-yy:yy 



Forenames 



Date of birth 



Home address 
(if different 
from yours) 




Your relationship to the child (e.g father) 



2 Whether you are entitled to free legal aid 



t- Do you receive income Suppo-rt, Family Credit or Disability Working Allowance 2 

.iv CYou may also ansv^er YES if your spouse or partner are, providing that you are living together). 

Give (a) The address of the Social Security off icedeallng with the benefit;: 



YES 





(b) Your National Insurance number: 

(c) Which benefit do you receive 







Nowsign the Oedaraiionat Section 6. You da not rteed to answer any more questions. 
NO j { rPiease go to Section 3, even if you are receiving other state benefits. 



1. 
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If ^ny of th« npt 

\ ^ ' ' /^irH5Uiittf«C6lV6d 



S.\ N 



Work, 

Enter gross pay per week 
{before tax and ifmjrance)^ 
including overtime* 
commission or bonuses. 

You mustattach 
documentary evidence of 
the pay you have received 
over the past 13 weeks, 3 
monthly or 1 3 weekly wage 
si ! ps would be the best 
evidence, A certihcate from 
your employer or a wage 
slip showing total pay may 
also be acceptable. 

If you are self employed 
write SELF EMPLOYED. 
Show your gross pay ajid 
attach the most recent 
accounts^ showing gross 
income. 


' Emj^oyer*s name 

andsddress Youfincome 


Income of spouse 
■ or partner 








- £ 














£ 




Part time work. 

Enter gross pay per 
week {before tax and 
insurance), from any part 
time job not Indud^ 
above and attach 
documentaryevidence. 








£ 


: 1 £ 






State Benefits 


Types of benefit 




Enter weekly amounts e.g. 
from unemployment 
benefit, child benefit etc. 
Say which benefitfs) you 
get in the space provtded. 
You should produce 
evidence of the benefit 
payment{eg an orderbook) 


- - - 


; £ 


£ 






£ 


£ 




; £ 


£ 


Money from property 

Enter weekly amounts 
{before any deduaions) *of 
money from sub4ettlng a 
house or rooms. 






£ 


£ 






Any other income 

Please give details and weekly amounts 






1 £ 


1 £ 







Of^Cml U$€r' 



important : If the information you have given above is goi 
pfease give details of the changes in Section 5 of this form. 



2 . 
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' if v^lm {appfqxlm^t^^$^lirtg 

||ili|iiS|iilli|||jillllli*^ 

^amount of any out$tan<i5ng mortgage 



5avtng$ 

■<?jvo of wh^r^ your 

savings are, end the 
amounts. 

Inci ude nioney in any bank, 
building society. National 
Savings -Certificates, cash, 
stocks and ^res or any 
other investments. You 
should produce pass books 
etc 



Ardcies of value 

tajveoetaus ot any articles 
of value that you own 
fe*p, j^elle^,fafs, 
paintm^) with their 
approximate value. You 
be asked to produce 
valuation certihcatec 



4^ A! lows inC0S Bud O^^UCtlOflS MS^I>^pendaMsan»tbepeopleyo«arKfymfr 

spouse 

Errter Tax and National insurance Contributions deducted from your pay per week 



■t. 



You 



Spouse or 



|^k|i 








ii5i 









Enter the NUMBER of dependants who are living with you*lf you are daimirtg legal aid 
for a child, please irtdude that child. 



Spouse or; 




Children 




Children 




Children 




Partner 




IB and over 




16 and 17 




: ittolS 





Children 
under f 1 



Others {please say who) 



3. If you pay maintenancetoany dependant whodoes Mot live with you, please give details of 
the amounts you, or your spouse or partner, pay: 



Age(s) of 
dependantfs) 



Your 

relationship 
to the 
dependent 





Amount ; 




per 






week 











You should supply copies of agreements or court orders 
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®?ss:¥ 5 ;*:S;:;S;?ss^ 

(a) Tfae^r«Qynti>fCo^n<|iTsx ' 
pakJ. Vou mo$tpr6VJ<l€ 
avNenca of C^^-9- tha 

■demand from ^ ioc^ 
authcfidty) 



(b) is Coiindl Tax benefit 
received? 





1 j a week 
\ \ a month 
□ a year 


£ 


O ves □ «o 

(please say how much) 




1 1 a week 
1 I a month 
□ a year 


? £ 

. 






Give the foliowng details of hposang expense5 of yoo and your ^yse/^ftner* H you wm 
niore than one h^Jse only give detSs for the house in whfd? yju ^ive. 
expenses of a dependant who is not living with you, enter detads i n ^ spaces on the n 

You should produce rent hookS/ evidence of mortgage mstaiments etc* 



Rent 

i^rortgage payment 
Ground rent 
Service charge 
Rates Ci? any are paid) 
Board and lodging 
Bed and Breakfast 



£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 



Amount 

for 

dependantCs) 



£ 


week / month : 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 


£ 


week / month 



m 



You 



How much does it cost you and your spouse or partner 
each wvee^to travel to- and from work ? 



Your spouse 
or partner 



7. 



Give details of any other 
expenses which you think 
the court should knowabout* 
You may indude any 
paymentson court orders, and 
contributions to approved 
pension schemes, 
but not : money for food, 
clothing or heating. You should 
produce documentary evidence 
of the payments. 




8. 



if a solidtor has already given 
you advice in this case, under 
the "Green Form" scheme, and 
you have paid or been asked to 
pay towards this, give the parne 
and address of the solicitor and 
thearnount. 
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5 Further Information 



This part <5f the form tsforyoit togtveony fmancia! mformatioothat you thmk the court should hove 
when deciding upon your applicahon forlegal aid. You may also use this pari of thefprm totelf the 
court of any future changes mcircumstances that alter your position 



6 Oedaration 



d you ioKJwingty a statement which is false, or Knowingry withhold Informatlori, you 

n^y be prosecuted. If conidcted* you may be sent to prtyon for up to three months^ or be fined, or both. 

After your application has been considered by the court, you may beasited toglve further information 

or to dar i f y information or to provide further proof of the i nf or madon that you have given, 

if you stop receiving Income Support, Family Credit, Disability Working Allowance or if your financial 

position changes in any way after you have submitted this fcHtn, you must tell the court 

This is a requirement of the Legal Aid Regulations, 



.:f declare..d^t tO:the .best of my krHSwted.ge arHf belief J have given a complete arnf correct^^ - : - 

statement of my income, savings and capital (and that of my spouse or partner)* (and that of my child)** 
i authorise the court to make such enquiries of the Benefits ^ency as It considers necessaryand I consent 
to the disdosureof information toconfirm that I am In recelptof benefit. 



Signed 



-**■ 




Date 



with your spouse or partner 
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